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As Conscience and Peace Tax International reported to the last Session of this Council, the European Court of Human Rights handed down a landmark judgement in March this year, in a case involving a conscientious objector, Murat Kanatli, in Cyprus.
  This was the first individual case in which an international instance had confirmed that punishment for refusing on grounds of conscience to take part in military reserve mobilisation constituted a violation of the right to freedom of thought, conscience, and religion.

An interesting feature was that the judgement was not against the Republic of Cyprus, but against Turkiye, as Kanatli’s call-up and subsequent imprisonment had been by the de facto authorities of the self-styled “Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus”.  Following the precedent it had set in the 1996 Luizodou case
, the European Court of Human Rights ruled that Turkiye, which Kanatli himself refers to as the “occupying power”, is directly answerable for human rights violations in the northern part of Cyprus, over which the legitimate government does not exercise effective control.

In line with this, Conscience and Peace Tax International encourages States to raise with Turkiye, in its UPR review forthcoming next April, human rights concerns of all kinds regarding the northern part of Cyprus.
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