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In recent years, conscientious objectors to military service have suffered imprisonment in  Eritrea, Turkiye, Singapore, Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan because these States have not recognised the right, or have no implementing legislation.
Belarus (in law) and Greece and possibly Armenia
 (in practice) discriminate by denying recognition to objectors who do not belong to specific religious denominations.
Greece, along with Turkiye and Singapore, also violates the principle of non bis in idem by repeatedly punishing conscientious objectors for their refusal of military service, as notoriously does Israel, where consecutive incarcerations in military prisons attempt to coerce young people to abandon their conscientious positions.  In Turkiye, conscientious objectors are deprived of civil rights for life for their non-performance of military service, a situation wihich the European Court of Human Rights has termed “civil death”.
The Republic of Korea  where alternative service is of three years, twice the duration of military service, and performed in a prison environment is only the most extreme example of punitive and discriminatory conditions.  We are waiting to hear that Lithuania has demilitarised its alternative service in line with the European Court of Human Rights judgement in Teliatnikov.

However the greatest current threat is the denial of the right in the context of wartime mobilisation in the Russian Federation and Ukraine.  The case of Ukrainian conscientious objector Mikhaelo Yavorsky is currently before the European Court of Human Rights
We would remind all States that as an inherent part of the freedom of thought, conscience, and religion guaranteed in Article 18 of the ICCPR the right of conscientious objection applies to all affected by military service and cannot be derogated from even in situations of war or national emergency.
Among 39 Jehovah’s Witnesses in prison in  Eritrea are four conscientious objectors who have been there for more than ten years.
  
Three of the imprisoned conscientious objectors in Singapore have been in prison since 2022.
 
In Armenia, Davit Nazaretyan began a two-year sentence of imprisonment on 20th August.

Israel imprisoned three eighteen-year-olds for the first time in August.  Israeli practice means that they all face repeated sentences.

In 2023, sentences of imprisonment were handed down to at least four conscientious objectors in Turkiye. 

The number of imprisoned conscientious objectors in Belarus and the  Russian Federation are unclear, as most are given no opportunity to declare their objection, but we know that many others have found themselves in the front line after forced recruitment.
Forcibly recruited Ukrainian objector Andrei Vyshchnevski is still serving in the front line on the other side.  His case and that of Mikhaelo Yavorsky
 are now before the European Court of Human Rights  Meanwhile Dymitro Zelinsky is now in the second year of his three-year sentence.
The good news is that the Ukrainian Constitutional Court has now agreed to hear an appeal by Zelinsky.  We hope this leads to his speedy exoneration and release; we call for the same in all cases.
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