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Ms Marin

In your report you mention the militarisation of society, including of children
,

One might cite the military boarding schools for boys from the age of twelve, the military-patriotic camps during the school summer holidays, the addition to the obligatory school curriculum of “Initial Military Training”, including a “field training camp” under the aegis of a military unit, and  making  military training  obligatory in degree courses.

Anticipating military mobilisation to support the Russian invasion of Ukraine, and in the absence of conscientious objection provisions except for members of some minority denominations, many men have fled Belarus but frequently face inadequate protection abroad.   Two Belarusian conscientious objectors, Mikita Sviryd, and Vitaly Dvarashyn are currently living under imminent threat of deportation from Lithuania to Belarus.
 As we were reminded earlier this morning the High Commissioner’s latest report on conscientious objection to military service which was introduced earlier this morning recommends that States should adhere to the principle of non-refoulement in order to protect objectors.

Thank you Ms Marin,for your call for all countries to refrain specifically from extraditions and deportations to Belarus.  To what extent, have you been able to intervene with States in this respect?

�	A/HRC/56/65, para 14.


�	For details see EBCO Report 2023/4: Conscientious Objection in Europe, pp 55-57.
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