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Conscience and Peace Tax International expresses its alarm that with the de facto susprension of the recognition of conscientious objection during their current conflict, the Russian Federation and Ukraine risk adding themselves to the small list of States in which conscientious objectors are currently imprisoned or living under the threat of imprisonment, simply because there is no legal provision.  

These are:

Eritrea, where four conscientious objectors have been imprisoned for more than nine years, one, Henook Ghebru, since January 2005,
 and where more conscientious objectors may be among the Jehovah’s Witnesses imprisoned for “undisclosed reasons” in recent years – nine in 2023.

Singapore, where eleven Jehovah’s Witness conscientious objectors are currently imprisoned.

Israel, where two eighteen-year-olds have been imprisoned for publicly refusing to partcipate in the military action in Gaza.

And also Turkey, Turkmenistan and Azerbaijan.

Azerbaijan escaped any recommendations on the subject in the recent round of the Universal Periodic Review.  However there  is some positive news.  As a step towards implementing a 2019 judgement by the European Court of Human Rights, in Autumn 2023 it submitted to the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe an action plan indicating the intention to initiate domestic consultations preparatory to draft legislation on alternative civilian service.
  Overdue since 2001, but still welcome.  We look forward to news of further progress.

�	https://wri-irg.org/en/story/2023/prisoners-peace-list-november-2023


�	https://www.jw.org/en/news/region/singapore/jehovahs-witnesses-in-prison/


�� HYPERLINK "https://wri-irg.org/en/programmes/rrtk/co-action-alert/2024/israel-conscientious-objector-tal-mitnick-imprisoned-"��	https://wri-irg.org/en/programmes/rrtk/co-action-alert/2024/israel-conscientious-objector-tal-mitnick-imprisoned-�	again


�    See: Council of Europe, Committee of Ministers, Decisions, 1483rd Meeting, � HYPERLINK "https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?objectid=0900001680ad7c37" \n _blank��CM/Del/Dec(2023)1483/H46-6� / 7th 	
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