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Conscience and Peace Tax International would like to draw the attention of this Council to a landmark judgement of the European Court of Human Rights earlier this week, in which for the first time the growing international jurisprudence confirming on the right of conscientious objection to military service was applied in a case specifically concerning military reserve service. 
In the case of Kanatli v Türkiye
 the Court found unanimously that there had been a violation of Article 9 (freedom, of thought, conscience, and religion) of the European Convention of Human Rights in that the applicant had been convicted for his refusal on grounds of conscientious objection  to perform the one day of reservist service for which he had been called up in 2009 under the Military Service Act of the self-styled “Turkish Republic of North Cyprus”.
The Court observed that it saw no reason in the present case to depart from its case law that a system which provided neither for alternative service nor any procedure for the examination of a claim of conscientious objection could not be seen as having struck a fair balance between the interests of society and those of conscientious objectors.  
�	European Court of Human Rights, Second Section, Arrêt, Affaire Kanatli c. Turkiye, (Requête no. 18382/15), 12th 	March 2024 � HYPERLINK "https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/fre"��https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/fre�#{%22itemid%22:[%22001-231540%22]}   Judgement available 	only in French, see Press Release issued by Registrar of the Court, No.059(2024)





