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CPTI aims to supply information on all States with armed forces which report under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) with regard to their military recruitment legislation and  their recognition of the right of conscientious objection, even when, as in this case, there appear at present appear to be no urgent questions arising.
CPTI also reports to the Committee on the Rights of the Child on States where there appear to be issues under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict, and although these issues do not necessarily have implications for the
ICCPR, such  concerns are also summarised in these submissions.
Historical Background
Part of British East Africa until 1962, Uganda gained independence and was admitted as a member state of the United Nations in 1963.  In 1972 the Government was overthrown in a military coup led by General Idi Amin, who ruled autocratically and increasingly idiosyncratically until he was in turn overthrown in 1986 by a rebel army led by Yoweri Musaveni, who has remained president ever since.   Pictures of children as young a four in combat fatigues and carrying AK47s as the victorious rebels marched into Kampala the capital were significant in drawing the phenomenon of child soldiers to international attention.   The Tutsi opposition from neighbouring Rwanda based itself in Uganda and it was from there and with tacit Ugandan support that under Paul Kagame they launched an invasion following the 1994 genocide.  At the same time, Uganda itself was fighing an evangelistic opposition armed group, the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), operating in the north of the country and across the border in what is now South Sudan; this group was notorious for filling its ranks with abducted schoolchildren and for the sexual slavery of abducted girls.   This situation was selected for one of the case studies for the Machel Report on children in armed conflict, which led to the adoption of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict (OPAC).

A “peace agreement” in 2006 led to the LRA withdrawing from Uganda and concentrating its operations in the Democratic Republic of Congo and South Sudan.  Despite the peace agreement the Ugandan armed forces continued to join international efforts aimed at eliminating the LRA, whose remnants finally took shelter in the Central African Republic following the 2013 coup in that country. 
Military Service in Uganda
As a former British colony, Uganda inherited a tradition of voluntary military service.  
However the 1995 Constitution stipulated in Article 17:
"(1) It is the duty of every citizen of Uganda (...) (e) to defend Uganda and to render national service when necessary; (...). (2) It is the duty of all able-bodied citizens to undergo military training for the defence of this Constitution and the protection of the territorial integrity of Uganda whenever called upon to do so; and the State shall ensure that facilities are available for such training."
and it was reported in 1997 that conscription was gradually being phased in.
  This innovation was apparently short-lived, as Uganda’s declaration on ratifying the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict in 2002 stated that all military service was voluntary, and there have been no subsequent reports to contradict this.
At no stage has there been any suggestion of a recognition of the right of conscientious objection to military service, but no actual cases have been reported, and although Uganda ought as a matter of course to be asked how it would respond should a serving member of the armed forces seek release having developed conscientious objections since volunteering, it must be admitted that this situation is not likely to arise in practice.
Juvenile recruitment
In its concluding observations on Uganda’s Initial Report under OPAC.
“The Committee notes with appreciation that the minimum age for the recruitment of volunteers is 18 years, according to [Article 52.2 of] the Uganda People’s Defence Forces Act of 2005. The Committee however, while acknowledging the State party’s efforts to eliminate the recruitment of those under 18 years of age, is concerned over reports indicating the continued presence of children in the armed forces. The Committee notes the challenges presented by the very low rates of birth registration, less than 10 per cent, as acknowledged by the State party, and of reports indicating the falsification of documentation by village Local Councils, which in turn results in the likelihood that children are present among the voluntary recruits.

“The Committee is furthermore concerned over reports that children previously used by the LRA and paramilitary Local Defense Units (LDUs) are recruited by the army and that some are forced to take part in military operations.

“The Committee, despite information in the State Party’s Replies to the List of Issues indicating thatthere are no children in the LDUs, remains concerned over reports indicating the presence of children in LDUs and over the lack of information regarding children who have been demobilised from these units and reintegrated into society.

“The Committee notes the State party’s declaration that the LRA has lost its operational base in the country, but is gravely concerned over continued abductions and forced recruitment of children living in border regions by the LRA to be used as child soldiers, sex slaves, spies and to carry goods and weapons. It is further concerned over the inhuman and degrading treatment of the abducted children.
Following the end of active hostilities on Ugandan soil against the LRA, the situation in the country was taken off the agenda of the Special Representative of the Secretary General on children in armed conflict.   It its known that the LDUs were disbanded in 2010, their remaining personnel being incorporated in the new Ugandan Peoples Defence Reserve Force, under direct military control; would nevertheless be good to know what success Uganda has otherwise subsequently had in eliminating the causes of the voluntary enlistment of juveniles despite the legal provisons.
Latest statistics
POPULATION (November 2022, estimated
)

 
        
                        46,206,000

proportion of  males aged 15-19







         5.7%

thus annually reaching recruitment age (approx)
:  
    

                  526,748
ARMED FORCES:         Active strength, November 2022
:
            
                   45,000

compared to the male population reaching recruitment age    

                     8.5%
MILITARY EXPENDITURE: US $ equivalent, estimated 2022

 
                  $923m                               
Per capita
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As % of  GDP 
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