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CPTI aims to supply information on all States with armed forces which report under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) with regard to their military recruitment legislation and their recognition of the right of conscientious objection, whether or not  urgent questions arise.
In association with the Child Rights Information Network, CPTI also reports to the Committee on the Rights of the Child on States where there appear to be issues under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict.  Such  concerns are also summarised for information in our ICCPR submissions.
Potential questions

Trinidad and Tobago has maintained voluntary military forces since independence; the question of conscientious objection has never arisen, and no legal provisions exist.   It has however been reported that in 1939, when an Order in Council made the Emergency Powers Act (U.K.) applicable in a number of dependent territories, these included Trinidad and Tobago, which had legislation enabling the introduction of obligatory military service including provision for conscientious objection; it is not known whether this was ever implemented in practice.


In such a State the right of conscientious objection to military service might appear irrelevant.  That does not however mean that it does not apply.   The State Party might therefore be asked what procedures would be followed in the (probably unlikely) situation that a serving member of the armed forces were to seek release having developed conscientious objections.

It has been reported that in 2011 consideration was being given to the removal of Section 19b of the Military Service Act “under which 16-18 year olds may enlist with parental consent,  making 18 the minimum age for voluntary recruitment without exception”
  Given that Trinidad and Tobago has yet to ratify OPAC, and last reported under the Convention on the Rights of the Child in 2006, it might be asked whether this reform indeed took place.
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO:    BASIC INFORMATION
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Trinidad and Tobago gained independence from the United Kingdom, and was admitted as a member state of the UN in 1962.  It acceeded to the ICCPR in 1978 and ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1991.
The State has no history of involvement in armed conflict, international or domestic.  The Trinidad and Tobago Defence Force “focuses on border protection and maritime security, as well  as counter-narcotics tasks”

POPULATION (November 2022, estimated)


 
        
                          1,406,000

proportion of  males aged 15-19






          3.3%

thus annually reaching recruitment age (approx):  
    

                                 9,280
MILITARY SERVICE:  entirely voluntary at least since independence since

MINIMUM RECRUITMENT AGE: 16, but may have now been raised to 18
, 
ARMED FORCES:         Active strength, November 2022 
 
            
                     4,650

compared to the male population reaching recruitment age    

                   50.1%
MILITARY EXPENDITURE:
 US $ equivalent, estimated 2022
 
                   $201m                               
Per capita
   






                               $143
As % of  GDP 






                             0.7%


�	Prasad, D. and Smythe, T., Conscription:A World Survey, War Resisters’ International, London, 1968, p.166 	(Appendix III), 


�	Child Soldiers International (formerly Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers), Louder than words: an agenda 	for action to end  state use of child soldiers   London, September 2012, p159.


�	 The Military Balance 2021 (International Institute of Strategic Studies, London), p.428.


�	 The Military Balance 2023 (International Institute of Strategic Studies, London), which bases its estimate on 	“demographic statistics taken from the US Census Bureau”.


�	Child Soldiers International, 2012, see under “potential questions” above.


�	The Military Balance 2023


�	Stockholm International Peace Research Institute – SIPRI, April 2023..





