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CPTI aims to supply information on all States with armed forces which report under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) with regard to their military recruitment legislation and their recognition of the right of conscientious objection, even when there appear to be no urgent questions arising.
In association with the Child Rights International Network, CPTI also reports to the Committee on the Rights of the Child on States where there appear to be issues under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict, and although these issues do not necessarily have implications for the ICCPR, such concerns are also summarised in these submissions.
SUMMARY:
The former Netherlands colony of Suriname or Netherlands Guiana, gained independence as Suriname and was admitted as a member State of the United Nations in 1975.  A military coup in 1980 was followed by a civil war in the east of the country between 1986 and 1992, in which the main protagonists were the national army and the 
“Jungle Commando” of the ethnic Maroons, descended from escaped African slaves.  The Jungle Commando eventually surrendered following the effective restoration of democracy in the 1991 elections.  The war brought over 300 deaths – approaching one per thousand of the national population, and some 7,000 refugees fled to French Guiana. 
Article 180 of the Constitution as amended in 1992 provides for obligatory military service, the conditions for which are to be regulated by law.  Paragraph 5 stipulates: “Persons who are found to be unsuited for military service of [sic] conscientious objectors can, under conditions to be laid down by law, perform unarmed military or civil service fitting for their situation.”  

In fact no legal provisions regarding military service have ever been promulgated and in practice  military recruitment has always been voluntary.  No cases have been recorded of serving members of the armed forces seeking release having developed conscientious objections; if any should arise there is the constitutional provision which although not directly applicable could be invoked.
Suriname ratified the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict (OPAC) on 16th November 2021, becoming the 173rd, and to date the latest Staee party to the OPAC:
	“Pursuant to Article 3, Paragraph 2 of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict, the Republic of Suriname hereby declares that in accordance with Article 9, Paragraph 1 sub b and Article 11, Paragraph 2 of the Military Legal Position Law (S.B. 1996 No. 28) of the Republic of Suriname, the minimum age for voluntary recruitment into the Suriname National Army is 18 years. In order to guarantee that applicants are not under aged, they are required to submit a certificate from the National Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages.”

It has yet to report under OPAC, but pending such a report there is no reason to suspect that juvenile recruitment is not thus effectively prevented.



	


In the circumstances, CPTI cannot see any reason to raise issues of military service,  conscientious objection or juvenile recruitment..
Latest statistics

POPULATION (November 2023, estimated)

 
        
                             640,000

proportion of  males aged 15-19






         4.2%

thus annually reaching recruitment age (approx):  
    

                                  5,376
ARMED FORCES:         Active strength, November 2023  
            
                     1,840

compared to the male population reaching recruitment age    

                    32.2%
MILITARY EXPENDITURE: 
no data available
�	Sources:  For military expenditure, Stockholm International Peace Research Institute – SIPRI, April 2024.  Otherwise,  The Military Balance 2024 (International Institute of Strategic Studies, London), which bases its estimate on “demographic statistics taken from the US Census Bureau”.





