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CPTI aims to supply information on all States with armed forces which report under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) with regard to their military recruitment legislation and  their recognition of the right of conscientious objection, even when, as in this case, there appear at present appear to be no urgent questions arising.
CPTI also reports to the Committee on the Rights of the Child on States where there appear to be issues under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict, and although these issues do not necessarily have implications for the
ICCPR, such  concerns are also summarised in these submissions.
Historical Background
In 1960 the former Italian and British Trust Territories of Somalia and British Somaliland independently gained independence and agreed by referendum to unite, and Somalia was admitted as a member state of the United Nations..  (The then French Somaliland, now Djibouti, had earlier voted in favour of retaining its existing colonial status, gaining its own independence only in 1977.)
The Somali armed forces were historically supported by selective conscription of male citizens for 18 months.   In 1969 the army, under Major-General Siad Barré took power in a military coup, and ruled until 1991 when after some years of civil war it was ousted by a coalition of clan militias.  Subsequently for two decades there was no effective central government, nor any national armed forces, while the country was fought over by multiple factions and also faced a growing Islamic insurgency, and two areas, Somaliland  (the former British protectorate) and Puntland in the North-East, established autonomous (and in the case of Somaliland, secessionist) administrations.  It is for this reason that although Somalia ratified the ICCPR in 1991, its initial Report is only now beig considered.
After an eight year transition period under UN auspices, since 2012 central authority has gradually been restored under a Federal Government, an various factional forces continue to be absorbed in a new Federal Army.   Faced with a surplus of men in arms, the government has had no incentive to reintroduce conscription. 
At no stage has there been any suggestion of a recognition of the right of conscientious objection to military service, but no actual cases have been reported, and although Somalia ought to be asked how it would respond should a serving member of the armed forces seek release having developed conscientious objections since volunteering, it must be admitted that this situation is not likely to arise in practice.
Somalia signed the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict on 16th September, 2005, but has yet to ratify.  Although the official recruitment age is 18.The use of child soldiers by various factions in the Somali conflict, including the government armed forces increased disturbingly during the first decade of the present century.  This problem has continued.  In 2022 The United Nations verified the recruitment and use of 1,161 children (1,116 boys, 45 girls) by Al-Shabaab (854); government security forces (138) (Somali Police Force (75), Somali National Army (60) and National Intelligence and Security
Agency (3)); regional forces (73) (Puntland forces ( 26), Jubbaland forces (21),
Galmudug forces (14), Galmudug police (5), Jubbaland police (2), “Somaliland”
forces (2), Hirshabelle police (2) and Puntland police (1)); clan militia (63) and Ahl
al-Sunna wal-Jama‘a (33). Children were used in support roles (176), in combat (69)
or for unknown purposes (916)”

Latest statistics
POPULATION (November 2022, estimated
)
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proportion of  males aged 15-19







          5.3%

from which, males annually reaching recruitment age (approx):  
                              180,890
ARMED FORCES:         Active strength, November 2022
:
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Puntland (to be incorporated in Governmet forces)
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compared to the male population reaching recruitment age    

                   16.3%
MILITARY EXPENDITURE: US $ equivalent, estimated 2022
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Per capita
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As % of GDP 







                                 1.5%
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