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CPTI aims to supply information on all States with armed forces which report under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) with regard to their military recruitment legislation and their recognition of the right of conscientious objection, even when there appear to be no urgent questions arising.
In association with the Child Rights International Network, CPTI also reports to the Committee on the Rights of the Child on States where there appear to be issues under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict, and although these issues do not necessarily have implications for the ICCPR, such concerns are also reported in these submissions.
SUMMARY:
The Maldives declared independence from British rule and were admitted as a membr state of the UN in 1965. 
A “Maldivian National Defence Force”(MNDF) in 2006 replaced the “National Security Service”, and was redefined in order to differentiate its military duties from domestic law enforcement, which passed to a separate police force.

Recruitment to the MNDF is voluntary.  It would appear from its Initial Report to the Committee on the Rights of the Child under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict that the Maldives has been scrupulous in adhering to the commitments it undertook.  Fourteen members  of the armed forces, recruited when the qualifying age was 16, were given notice that they were removed from their job from the date that the amendments came into existence; they were given the chance to join the service again when they reach the age of 18. 

The Maldives might nevertheless be asked how it would react were a member of the MNDF to develop conscientious objections to military service, and seek to be released.
Latest statistics

POPULATION (November 2023, estimated)

 
        
                             390,000

proportion of  males aged 15-19






         3.7%

thus annually reaching recruitment age (approx):  
    

                                 2,886
ARMED FORCES:         Active strength, November 2023  
            
                     4,000

compared to the male population reaching recruitment age    

                  138.6%
MILITARY EXPENDITURE: 

no data available
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