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CPTI aims to supply information on all States with armed forces which report under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) with regard to their military recruitment legislation and  their recognition of the right of conscientious objection, even when, as in this case, there appear at present appear to be no questions arising.
CPTI also reports to the Committee on the Rights of the Child on States where there may be issues under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict, and although these issues do not necessarily have implications for the
ICCPR, such  concerns are also summarised in these submissions.
Historical Background 
The former British colony of Basutoland gained independence and was admitted as a member of the United Nations in 1966.  It has the distinction of being the largest UN member state to be entirely surrounded by the territory of another - in its case South Africa – th only other being minute San Marino.
The Royal Lesotho Defence Force inherited on independence a tradition of voluntary recruitment, which has since continued unbroken.  
In the 1970’s there was a brief war against opposition guerrillas; in the 1980’s the African National Congress established bases in Lesotho, and there were a number of raids by South African forces in which about 50 people were killed.  In 1986 there was a military coup, apparently supported by (apartheid era) South Africa, followed by a counter-coup in 1994.  Armed forces from (post-apartheid) South Africa intervened in unrest following the 1998 general election.  The extent of bloodshed in the course of these events, and of a subsequent failed coup attempt in 2014 is not clear.  Throughout, the constitutional monarchy has been retained, and the most recent change of power, in 2022, took place peacefully.
At no stage has there been any suggestion of a recognition of the right of conscientious objection to military service, but no actual cases have been reported, and although Lesotho ought to be asked how it would respond should a serving member of the armed forces seek release having developed conscientious objections since volunteering, it must be admitted that this situation is not likely to arise in practice
Lesotho ratified the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict on 24th September 2003.  Although it has yet to submit its Initial Report, there is no reason to suspect any juvenile recruitment, given the declaration made on ratification:

"In response to article 3 (2) of the Optional Protocol, in accordance with the Lesotho Defence Force Act of 1996, section 18 thereof, the minimum age at which the Government of Lesotho permits voluntary recruitment into the national armed forces is when the interested person has already attained the age of 18.  Such recruitment is voluntary as would be recruits submit applications for advertised vacancies in the armed forces.”   

Latest statistics
POPULATION (November 2022, estimated
)

 
        
                          2,193,000

of which males aged 15-19







          5.3%


from which - males annually reaching recruitment age (approx):  
                                23,246
ARMED FORCES:         Active strength, November 2022
:
            
                     2,000

compared to the male population reaching recruitment age    

                     8.6%
MILITARY EXPENDITURE: US $ equivalent, estimated 2022

 
                                 $35m                                
 
Per capita
   






                                    $16

As % of  GDP 






                                1.5%
�	Source:  The Military Balance 2023 (International Institute of Strategic Studies, London), which bases its estimate on “demographic statistics taken from the US Census Bureau”.


�	The Military Balance 2023, op cit. 


�	Stockholm International Peace Research Institute – SIPRI, April 2023.  





