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CPTI aims to supply information on all States with armed forces which report under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) with regard to their military recruitment legislation and their recognition of the right of conscientious objection, even when there appear to be no urgent questions arising.
In association with the Child Rights Information Network, CPTI also reports to the Committee on the Rights of the Child on States where there appear to be issues under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict, and although these issues do not necessarily have implications for the ICCPR, such concerns are also summarised in these submissions.
Summary
Military recruitment in Guyana has always in practice been voluntary.  Information on the legal provisions governing it is dated and vague, likewise on the extent to which the right of conscientious objection to military service has been acknowledged.  Some confirmation might be sought on both points.
GUYANA:  Basic information
HISTORY:   The former British Guiana became independent and was admitted to the UN as a 
member state in 1966.   It ratified the ICCPR in 1977.

Guyana inherited a dispute between the British, and earlier the Durch, and Spanish 
colonial powers over the ownership of the sparsely-populated area to the west of the 
Essequibo River which comprises some two thirds of the area of the country. 
Venezuela has never accepted the arbitration award of 1899, which found in favour of
Britain and has maintained diplomatic pressure and the threat of military action, 
which has never developed into outright armed conflict.  The discovery of oil in the  
region in 2015, which has resulted in Guyana registering GDP growth of 62% in 2022 
and a further 38% in 2023, the fastest in the world,
 has given new urgency to the 
dispute.  In December 2020 the ICJ accepted in response to a petition from Guyana 
that it had jurisdiction to rule on the validity of the 1899 award and the settlement of 
the disputed land boundary; in a further ruling of December 2023 it agreed provisional 
measures to prevent any action by Venezuela which would interfere with Guyana’s 
effective control over the area, but refused to prohibit a referendum in Venezuela itself 
on the issue, which took place in December 2023 and resulted (on a low turnout) in a 
95% vote in favour of annexation.
POPULATION (November 2022, estimated
)


 
        
                 790,000

proportion of males aged 15-19






                     5.2%

thus annually reaching recruitment age (approx):  

                                  8,216
MILITARY RECRUITMENT has always been voluntary



a National Service programme which operated between 1973 and 2000, participation 

in which was a pre-requisite for admission to higher education at least initially included


an element of firearms training.


MINIMUM AGE
16 with parental consent (see text)

CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION  it has been reported that the right was guaranteed 

in both the 1966 and 1980 Constitutions, but no exact provisions can be traced.
ARMED FORCES:   Active strength, 2022
                                                                   3,400
 

compared to the male population reaching recruitment age   

                  41.4%  
MILITARY EXPENDITURE: US $ equivalent, estimated 2022



                     $84m                                
 
Per capita
   






                                  $106

As % of  GDP 






                                0.6%
Background
The Guyanan Armed Forces have always in practice been manned by voluntary recruitment.  In 1998, Horeman and Stolwijk reported that there were legal provisions enabling the imposition of conscription in time of war,
 but they did not give details, and it is likely that this information is outdated.
The same source cited reports that the right of conscientious objection to military service was included in the 1966 and 1980 Constitutions, but do not cite specific articles.
A “Guyanan National Service”, participation in which was obligatory for admission to post-secondary education, was launched in 1973.  The authorities always denied that it was a form of conscription, however at least at first it included firearms training.  In general, it was a form of development service, and was criticised for expoiting youth as cheap labour.  However 
it was repealed in 2000. 
Juvenile recruitment
Guyana aceded to  OPAC on 11th August 2010, making the following declaration: 
	“The Government of the Republic of Guyana hereby declares that under the Defence Act 15:01 Section 18(2), as amended, the age of recruitment into the national armed forces is eighteen years.  Eighteen years is the age of adulthood under the laws of Guyana.
       Recruitment is permitted between the ages of 16 and 18 years but must be with the consent of the parent or legal guardian.
       Guyana does not practice conscription or any other form of forced or obligatory military service.
       The Government of Guyana has adopted the following safeguards to ensure that recruitment is not forced or coerced:
       (i)   Recruitment is carried out by public advertisement and an open entrance examination;
       (ii)  Selection of Recruits is done by a Recruitment Board comprising Defence Force members and Government representatives;
       (iii) Persons are not recruited without the reliable proof of age;
       (iv) Before recruitment, persons are fully briefed on the duties and responsibilities involved in military service;
       (v)  Persons recruited have the option of withdrawing from military service after three years or before if the circumstances are extenuating;
       (vi) Persons recruited undergo a full and rigorous medical examination.”

This Declaration implies that provisions quoted in appears to modify wording which still exists in military recruitment legislation allowing enlistment with parental consent from an age as low as 14, but it clearly enables recruitment from the age of 16, and no safeguards are reported to ensure that persons below the age of 18  do not become involved in armec conflict.  Guyana has yet to report under OPAC to enable the Committtee on the Rights of the Child to explore these issues.

Moreover, the possibility of release from service three years after recruitment does not adequately safeguard the right to develop conscientious objections, unless these are treated as “extenuating circumstances”, in which case this should be stated explicitly.



	


Suggested questions
It is noted that military service in Guyana has always been voluntary.   Are there in fact any legislative provisions still in force which would enable the imposition of conscription?
It has been reported that in the past Guyana has acknowledged the right of conscientious objection to military service.  Are there any constitutional or legislative provisions embodying such a right?
Meanwhile, Guyana’s Declaration on ratifying the  Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict states that recruits do not have an option to withdraw from military service until they have served for three years.  Can the State Party confirm that an exception to this limit would be made in the case of an individual who had developed conscientious objections.?  It might be suggested that this be made explicit in legislation or regulations.
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