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CPTI aims to supply information on all States with armed forces which report under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) with regard to their military recruitment legislation and their recognition of the right of conscientious objection, even when there appear to be no urgent questions arising.

In association with the Child Rights International Network, CPTI also reports to the Committee on the Rights of the Child on States where there appear to be issues under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict, and although these issues do not necessarily have implications for the ICCPR, such concerns are also reported in these submissions.
Summary

Although Iceland is a member of the NATO alliance, it maintains no military forces of its own.   The USAF base at Keflavik was closed in 2006, but since 2016 the US Navy has been operating NATO air patrols from Keflavik, and the facilities are being upgraded.

There is no defence budget as such; the only security spending, equivalent to $52m or about $140 per head of the population is for the 250 person strong coastguard which operates three combatant and one research vessels, one transport aircraft and two helicopters.
  It was this non-military force which  “fought” the  “cod war” against the United Kingdom from November 1975 to June 1976, when Iceland unilaterally anticipated the coming into effect of the 200km economic exclusion zone prescribed in the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea.  Whereas earlier “cod wars” about fishing limits had essentially been diplomatic stand-offs, a total of 22 UK frigates were at one time or another deployed in this “Third Cod War”, and although “few shots were fired”, and no fatalities recorded, “several ships were rammed during the conflict and some damage was inflicted, with a few injuries sustained.”

Unsurprisingly, the issue of conscientious objection to military service has never arisen.  However, Article 75 of the Constitution, although never invoked, states that conscription may be introduced at a time of “national danger”.
  
It could be suggested to Iceland that the right of conscientious objection to military service be expressly written in to the constitutional provision enabling the introduction of conscription, even though there is no indication that this might be invoked in the foreseeable future.  Similarly, there is always the possibility that as with any armed body a member of the Icelandic coastguard might develop conscientious objections and seek to be released.  Its numbers and duties are however so small that such an event must be considered extremely unlikely.  We do not however suggest that such essentially hypothetical issues merit being raised in the examination of its Report under the ICCPR.
Latest statistics

POPULATION (November 2023, estimated)

 
        
                             361,000

proportion of  males aged 15-19






         3.2%


thus annually reaching recruitment age (approx):  
    

                                  2,310
ARMED FORCES (Paramilitary coastguard):         Active strength, November 2023 
            250


compared to the male population reaching recruitment age    

                    10.8%
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